
Race, Poverty, and 
Environmental Burdens:

Injustice in Alabama

Part I
Municipal Solid Waste Landfills

Prepared by
Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation, Inc.

for
Alabama African-American Environmental Justice Action Network

and
ADEM Reform Coalition

June 2004 (Revised Oct. 2004)



EPA Region 4 Environmental Justice
Community Identification Thresholds

(Adjusted to 2000 Census Data)

Community Minority Population Percentage ≥
1.2 × State-wide Average Minority Population Percentage
(Community Minority Population Percentage  ≥ 34.66%)

Community Percentage Households with Income Below $15,000 ≥
1.2 × State-wide Average Percentage Households with Income Below $15,000
(Community Percentage Households with Income Below $15,000  ≥ 27.04%)

Community Percentage Persons Below Poverty Level ≥
1.2 × State-wide Average Percentage Persons Below Poverty Level
(Community Percentage Persons Below Poverty Level  ≥ 19.33%)



Map Legend Notes
1) Percentage Minority Maps:  The lightest shade represents areas 

where the percentage minority population is equal to or less than the 
county average percentage minority population.  Progressively darker 
shades represent areas where the percentage minority population is 
increasingly higher than the county average percentage minority 
population.

2) Percentage Persons Below Poverty Level Maps:  The lightest shade
represents areas where the percentage of persons below the poverty 
level is equal to or less than the county average percentage persons 
below the poverty level.  Progressively darker shades represent areas 
where the percentage of persons below the poverty level is 
increasingly higher than the county average percentage persons 
below the poverty level.

3) Household Income Maps:  The lightest shade represents areas where  
household incomes are equal to or greater than the county median
household income.  Progressively darker shades represent areas 
where household incomes are decreasingly lower than the county 
median household income.
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