
Give the ultimate
Father’s Day gift
Order him the 2016 FSU 
Football Preview Magazine now:
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Discovery ‘a big deal’
Stone tools found in Aucilla River
yield clues to ancient humans.
TLH Local, Page 1D
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The state of Florida wants to weaken
its restrictions on roughly two dozen
cancer-causing chemicals that can be
discharged into its rivers, lakes, streams
and coastal waters.

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection is in the process of re-
vising limits on toxic chemicals that can
be released into surface waters, some-
thing it’s supposed to do from time to
time under the Clean Water Act but
hasn’t since the early 1990s.

The agency is updating human-health

criteria for 43 dangerous chemical com-
pounds it regulates and adopting stan-
dards for the first time for another 39.

Of the 82 various toxic substances,
the vast majority would have lower stan-
dards than recommendations from the
Environmental Protection Agency. And
of the 43 chemicals now regulated, about
a couple dozen would see limits in-
creased beyond those currently allowed.

DEP officials say the new standards
— based on risk and factors like seafood
consumption — would let Floridians

safely eat Florida fish and drink local tap
water their entire lives. They say the
concentration of pollutants in the water
wouldn’t pose a significant risk to the av-
erage Floridian’s health.

But environmental groups and con-
cerned doctors say the new standards
would increase chances people will get
sick or develop cancer from the contami-
nation in seafood and water. The propos-
al drew fire last week during a DEP 

FLORIDA

New water standards under fire
Groups blast DEP plan to revise toxin limits:
‘Your job is to protect Florida, not to poison us’
JEFF BURLEW
DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER

See Water, Page 5A

While Donald Trump works to unify the Republican
Party behind his presumed nomination, Gov. Rick Scott
is calling on GOP leaders and voters to help Trump se-
cure the White House.

“It is a clear choice,” Scott said this week after Tues-
day’s Cabinet meeting. “We have a business person,
Donald Trump, that knows how to build jobs. On the oth-
er side, we have a career politician that has never cre-
ated a job in her life.”

Trump is following a path blazed by Scott six years
ago when the former health care executive completed a
hostile takeover of the Florida Republican Party. Initia-
lly dismissed as a disgraced businessman, Scott skew-
ered the Republican establishment with a self-financed
media campaign and rode an anti-immigration wave
and a promise to create jobs to a November victory.

ELECTION 2016

TRUMP 
I S  T H E  N E W

SCOTT
Presumptive GOP nominee
using governor’s playbook 
for his White House run

JAMES CALL DEMOCRAT CAPITOL REPORTER

Florida GOP lawmakers are slowly
coming around to Trump. Page 9A

See Trump, Page 2A






