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After years of violations by Dadeville's wastewater treatment plant, the city could soon face a 
lawsuit if certain criteria are not met. 
 
Dadeville Mayor Joe Smith along with the city council and wastewater treatment plant 
Superintendent Al Smith recently received a 60-day notice of intent from the Law Office of 
David A. Ludder on behalf of Lake Watch of Lake Martin. 
 
"We do want to make this clear that this is not a lawsuit," said Dick Bronson, president of Lake 
Watch. 
 
However, the letter stated that after the expiration of 60 days following receipt of the notice, 
Lake Watch intends to file suit against the City of Dadeville for discharges of pollutants from 
the city's wastewater treatment plant into Chattasofka Creek, which were reported by the 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management. 
 
"What it simply is saying is Lake Watch is reserving the right to file a lawsuit if we see 
problems with the treatment plant is not going to be addressed," Bronson said. 
 
The letter listed a series of violations from March 2002 to March 2007 that included various 
discharges of nitrogen, ammonia and fecal coliform. As a result of the discharges, ADEM has 
sent the city a total of 29 notices of violations against the treatment plant.  

"We're not going to wait for the 30th time," Bronson said. "Twenty-nine is too many." 
 
At the Dadeville City Council meeting Tuesday, Smith said the city's engineer has already 
begun work on a master plan to improve the area's sewage treatment that should be 
completed within 90 days. 
 
"We're doing everything we can," he said. 
 



In fact, though the master plan is not complete, Smith said the city has already started work 
on fixing two of the biggest problems in Dadeville's sewage system. He said the city's real 
problem is not the treatment plant itself, but instead the old sewer pipes that run through the 
city. 
 
"The problem is we've got holes in the pipes," he said. 
 
These holes allow water to enter the sewage system during heavy rains, which in turn causes 
the treatment plant to overflow and discharge waste. 
 
The two most damaged pipes, one of which is located on Hatcher Street and the other near the 
Dadeville Post Office should be repaired in the coming weeks, Smith said. 
 
Besides the repairs, the city is also working on an application for a $500,000 grant to fix the 
rest of the sewer systems problems. Smith said the city just barely missed winning the same 
grant last year and so definitely has a good chance of getting it this year. 
 
"We'll go to work on it tomorrow (Wednesday)," he said. 
 
Still, he said, the city would not be able to fix all the problems within the next 60 days when 
the notice of intent ends. 
 
"There's no way we can do that," Smith said. 
 
Dadeville City Attorney Dane Sharpe agreed with the mayor and went further to say a lawsuit 
from Lake Watch would only cause more problems. 
 
"We'll work with them (Lake Watch) any way we can ... but a lawsuit might hinder that," 
Sharpe said. 
 
Bronson said Lake Watch does not expect the city to fix everything wrong with the sewage 
system in 60 days, but does expect to see serious repairs underway and to be part of the 
upgrade process. 
 
"We'd like to see the master plan ... and be involved in the development," Bronson said. "This 
(notice) let's the city know we're serious and we won't take a Band-Aid approach."  
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