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Satsuma High grateful for funding

Chandy Smith
Child endangerment charge

� During 2009 fiscal year,
state assessed $286,100 for
pollution violations, down
from $1.2 million in each
of two previous years

By BEN RAINES
Staff Reporter

The Alabama Department of Envi-
ronmental Management assessed just
$286,100 for water pollution violations
during the 2009 fiscal year, compared
to more than $1.2 million in each of
the two preceding years, according to
environmental groups working togeth-
er as the ADEM Reform Coalition.

That represents a 78 percent de-
cline in penalties assessed against Al-
abama polluters, the coalition said.

ADEM officials said the decline
doesn’t necessarily mean there has
been a reduction in the agency’s vig-
ilance when it comes to protecting Al-
abama’s rivers, creeks and lakes.

“Our goal is to assure facilities op-
erate in compliance, not to assess civ-
il penalties,” said Scott Hughes, an
agency spokesman.

The agency also issues warning
letters and violation notices, which
Hughes said “require fewer internal
resources” than issuing monetary
penalties and provide “a better use of
our limited resources.”

The Reform Coalition in August
gave ADEM’s governing body evi-
dence suggesting that penalties as
well as inspections were down signifi-
cantly this year over years past.

See ADEM water Page 4A �

� Mom, 18, says she
went to nearby
apartment to call for
diapers and formula

By ROBERT McCLENDON
Staff Reporter

An 18-year-old mother
was arrested Friday after
she left her three young
children unattended in an
apartment in central Mobile,
police said in a news re-
lease.

Chandy Smith was
charged with endangering
the welfare of a child, taken
to Mobile County Metro Jail
and released on $1,000 bail.

Police responded to the
Palmier Apartments on
Westwood Street, just south
of Government Street, at
3:30 p.m. after neighbors
told them they heard the in-
cessant sound of crying chil-
dren, according to the
release.

The three children, ages
3, 1 and 3 months, were
found alone inside, police
said.

Smith, who spoke to the
Press-Register on Monday,
said her arrest was unneces-
sary.

She was at her cousin’s
apartment only 30 feet
away, she said, and the chil-
dren were left alone for less
than 30 minutes.

Cpl. Charles Bagsby, a po-
lice spokesman, said chil-
dren of that age should
never be left alone for any
period of time.

See Teenage Page 4A �
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Above: Satsuma High
School student Whitney
Corgill, left, presents Mo-
bile County Commissioner
Merceria Ludgood with
flowers Monday at the
school during a program to
honor her and Commis-
sioners Mike Dean and
Stephen Nodine for ap-
proving additional school
funding. The County Com-
mission approved splitting
$200,000 among four local
public schools: Satsuma and Baker high schools, Hutchens Elementary and
Phillips Preparatory. The money will help teachers purchase classroom supplies.
In the smaller photo, Satsuma High School cheerleaders, from left, Jessica Gates,
Darcy Kaul and Deanna Hayes hang a banner thanking Ludgood.

98 settlement removes
block to first section

“Their inspections are
down, their enforcement
is down. All that will
lead to companies that
are looking to save
money abandoning their
compliance activities.”

— David Ludder,
environmental lawyer

By BEN RAINES
Staff Reporter

The settlement reached between Mo-
bile Baykeeper and the state Transporta-
tion Department in the U.S. 98 lawsuit
removes a major impediment to complet-
ing the first section of the roadway.

The settlement includes examples of
sloppy construction practices by the
Transportation Department that brought
the project to a standstill for months.

It also requires the agency to deliver

several improvements demanded by Mo-
bile Baykeeper and agreed to months ago,
such as a hazardous spill containment
system on the bridge over Big Creek.

Mobile Baykeeper, Attorney General
Troy King and the Mobile Area Water and
Sewer System sued the transportation
agency after numerous violations of state
and federal environmental laws discov-
ered by the Press-Register in September
2007.

See U.S. 98 settlement Page 4A �

Holmes again asks Riley not to sign computer pact
By BOB JOHNSON
Associated Press Writer

MONTGOMERY — The chair-
man of a legislative oversight
committee has repeated his re-
quest that Gov. Bob Riley not
sign an extension to a $13 mil-
lion no-bid computer contract
with a company that has no
listed phone number and no

Web page.
The Legislature’s Contract

Review Committee’s 45-day
hold on the contract between
the Finance Department and
Paragon Source LLC expired
Monday. Reporters and televi-
sion cameras followed commit-
tee Chairman Democratic Rep.
Alvin Holmes of Montgomery as
he tried to personally deliver

the contract to the governor’s
office in the afternoon.

He was initially told that Ri-
ley was busy, and finance direc-
tor Bill Newton accepted the
contract.

“Tell the governor that I ask
that he not sign this,” Holmes
told Newton.

See Riley Page 4A �
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ADEM ENFORCEMENT
During 2009 fiscal year, state assessed $286,100 for pollution violations, down from $1.2 million in
each of two previous years

Tuesday, October 20, 2009

By BEN RAINES
Staff Reporter

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management assessed just $286,100 for water pollution
violations during the 2009 fiscal year, compared to more than $1.2 million in each of the two preceding
years, according to environmental groups working together as the ADEM Reform Coalition.

That represents a 78 percent decline in penalties assessed against Alabama polluters, the coalition said.

ADEM officials said the decline doesn't necessarily mean there has been a reduction in the agency's
vigilance when it comes to protecting Alabama's rivers, creeks and lakes.

"Our goal is to assure facilities operate in compliance, not to assess civil penalties," said Scott Hughes, an
agency spokesman.

The agency also issues warning letters and violation notices, which Hughes said "require fewer internal
resources" than issuing monetary penalties and provide "a better use of our limited resources."

The Reform Coalition in August gave ADEM's governing body evidence suggesting that penalties as well as
inspections were down significantly this year over years past.

At the time, ADEM responded that the agency had $800,000 in penalties "pending — at public notice or not
finalized yet."

Since then, $139,600 in new penalties have been finalized, according to information provided by the Reform
Coalition. That leaves the just-completed fiscal year, which ended Sept. 30, with about $1 million less in
penalties than in 2008.

"When you look at the number of penalties, that's really not a good measure," of the agency's enforcement
actions, Hughes said. "We have inspectors out in the field each and every day conducting inspections and
reviewing paperwork on site to ensure facilities are operating in accordance with their environmental
permit."

David Ludder, an environmental lawyer and former ADEM employee, analyzed ADEM's enforcement records
for the Reform Coalition.

He said other enforcement indicators are off as well, in particular noting that the number of companies filing
required paperwork related to their water permits had declined dramatically.

Penalties, Ludder said, are the only effective way to enforce the law.

"Their inspections are down, their enforcement is down," Ludder said. "All that will lead to companies that
are looking to save money abandoning their compliance activities. We're already hearing ... that ADEM is
absent, and the companies are feeling that they can get away with more."
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