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Dothan won't start new landfill until appeals process
completed
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While the City of Dothan has obtained the permit necessary to expand its landfill, officials
will not advance the project until the appeals process has finished.

“The regulations provide opportunities for appeals, hearings, public comments – and we
respect that,” Dothan Public Works director Jerry Corbin said Wednesday. “We could go
forward, but we don’t plan to before the appeal process has finished.”

City officials have been working on a plan to expand its own landfill for more than five years.
In May 2014, the city closed its landfill to all uses except emergency situations since the
current facility is near capacity.

The city has had to clear several roadblocks to obtain the permit that would allow the
expansion, including prior appeals. A Florida attorney, however, filed a request for a hearing
regarding the permit issuance to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
on Dec. 1 on behalf of seven Dothan residents who registered several complaints about the
expansion.

The residents, who all live near the landfill located off Webb Road in eastern Dothan, claim
the expansion could cause a variety of injuries to them or their properties via “fugitive dust,”
odor, noise and the attraction of animals and insects known to carry diseases.
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Additionally the hearing request suggested the permit violates several sections of the state’s
code, including those regarding use of wetlands, discharges, groundwater monitoring and
landfill design – all issues ADEM had to evaluate before issuing the permit, Corbin said.

Still, Corbin said the city will honor the appeals process.

“We’re taking everything serious. We plan to see it through,” he said. “We’ll defend (the
permit), but we plan to see it through.”

Corbin said the hearing request will go to an ADEM hearing officer, who will then evaluate
the complaints and facts. If the officer deems the complaint has merit, the complaint will then
be forwarded to the state’s Environmental Management Commission for further
consideration.

In the meantime, the Waste Away Group continues to handle the city’s garbage. The city
currently picks up household garbage and recycling and takes it to a transfer station, where
Waste Away personnel haul away the refuse and recycling.

The garbage goes to a landfill in Campbellton, Florida. The city pays about $38 per ton, or
about $70,000 per month, for the service, Corbin said.
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